International Community Defends lameli Scientific Cooperation
seence has ahvays prided dsef on baing an obpctee inguiry inks the workmgs of nature, ope which trarscends natonal d fiemnces and
boundanes. | husthe schobirs of Eraels seenthe communtty wene first surpreed, then hurt.then ouitmged to frd therrsebes the fagets of a
politcally motheted boyoott Fortunaiely they were not abne and mest of their nternational coleagues s o defend academi freedom

and dizlogue and & independance from partsan poltics, 5tl, thers & a lingering semse of ahmiand kst inncgence - even stience 5 nat
SECUIE

[he ruckus began on Apnl 0, 202 when the Lomdon Guardin publshed a mantkesto rastemninded by two members of Brtain's Cpen
Unnersity which caled on Eumpean reseach i'ﬁt'rt.lt'::urrstc ostraci= braeliscientsts “umtil brael opens senaus peace negotatorns with the Falestngns, along
the bres pmoposed by the Saude and the Amb League” It was eventually signed by 270 Eumpean scentsts (including nine Brels). Pmof. shus jortner
torrer Fresdentof the Eral Acadenmy of Scences and Hurmanites, sent an irreredi Esponse o the editor of The G 'rf'lmdrf“m‘:g ‘the hitant sacnfice
of the basic tenets of scentic gshics 10 sere a polreal agenda,” MNeting how pint brelAimb scentile cooperation his contibuted o understanding and
peace, e raled onsLeists o encoumge, rather than d ecoumge such actvity:

Prof. jortner 2s the kel Arademy’s e presentative 1o the Intermational Rghts MNetworkof Academies and Scholary Soceties. abo esponded 1o a mport
detributed by the Metwark which parmoted one sded Palestnian accounts of the curent sitiation. He abo wondered about the bk of mention of the
nnccent kel kikd when Falestnian termrsts bisw up a aoffes shop 100 metes fromthe offces of the krasl Acadermy b msponse on Apnl 28, 2002,
the Metwork’s Becutve Commities rsued 3 satement noding that that mport had not been properly ceared and that “momtons on scentfic exchangss
hand on ratcmalty_thwart the Meteworks soal and shavkd be op posed.”

Cun=nt kragl Acaderny Presdent Prof acob D ako senta stmng eter of protest to the Al Bumpean Academies (ALLEA) omenration, mgmding @ one-
sided anti-kmel ntathe instgated by three rembers of the Norsegan Academy of Sciences. Ciing the need 1o maintain irmpartabty and awoid “srapshot
portrayak. he aka caled forgeater moml carty Lot there be no mstake” he explined. “What leads 3 woman toupretend she & pregnant and blow
hersel op at a crowded bus stop & [the msult ol a deliberate| (orgoing mpressae clirmete of ndoctnration to absolte hatmed and.the long-term cyneal
explotaton of a trage stuation, instead of the honest pursut of solitions” Tha Etter £ the msponsibilty of all scientiets and men of good fth

The world scientfic communty apparenth agreed, Cuer | G000
acaderncs, fromaahe US %o France o Russi have aleady sgned
a ecutespetition defending scademe fieedam and 45 potentul
contributon to inferatonal inderstand e 5|n1hr‘;. n a ketter
of April 25, 1002, Philppe Busquin, Commezoner for Ressarch
of the Eurmpaan Union (EL, nosed that President Rormanc Prodi
has abeady stated that the Empean Commesion 'E nat in fvor
ofa polcy of sanctions aganst the partes o the confict but
ather advocates a contmuows dakgue wih them’ and that
the Councilof Mineters had taken the same positon. Busquin
conchuded that the ELYs many ont Ewopean-krmeli Falestingn
Esearh intathes am cerank rmoe effectve than meny well-
inf=nt {ll’“&d words without any Cong ete AMpact -

The scrntific communty’s reacton culminated ina May 2. 2002
edioral in Motue, which pointediy noted that the concept of
a msaarch bowoott estricts channek that ame better kept open,
it abo Ebeld the cument attermpted boyoott as partsan,
et by asking, “Should we ako boyeott Pakstnian rsseanchers
because the Fakestnan Authonty has not done enough to prewent
suicde bomberst” The May | 62002 Mateee pub Ehed two more
editorak in & smiar vein. C'ne noted that the contnbubon of
apolmezl scientific cooperation "o the poltcal peace pmoess
should nct e underestrmated,” whik the cther saw “signs that
the cument cres - wil g ban e ntematconal interest n promcting
such colabaraton. Both callon natonal acadermes o become
more mvohed in the efiort.

Thus, what started as a polivcalby motivatad antikmel atack
nas actualy helped sensmze the witemational community 1o The
rriportant contnbuton mgonal sceatie eonparaton can male
to mitgating confict and o =pidly nomalizing ektions once

there E peace




