The &ickles of Beth-Shemesh
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tech ook, and was used mosthy for throwaway fhke tock forcasual e mtehr.
fine flnt was avadable from selected other parts of lsrael either from cutcmgs
{opaque] or wadicobbles E'Emi-tﬁl'tih.l:eﬂ? .The sophsticated fint blhdes fitted
into a wooden or bone sckle handle (see fgure). The kow number of imported
flint cakes and the low amcunt of it debre fund at Bet Shemesh todats,
compared to the number of bades found, sugsest that mest bhdes ar whale
sickes were prodiced by specalets ekawherm and then deseminatad fora prce,
via a regional trade network Caches of 212 unused seble bhdes unearthed at
Gezer (1 2-1 1th century BCE) suggest what such a secondary production center
rray have locked lke The widespread standardization of bhdes at diflerent
sites abo supports the conclusion,

Almcst all of the | 67 sickle blades {(87%. of all the took) found at Beth Shemesh
were hrge geometne blades, typral of the old flake blde technology, which
contmued to floursh thoughout the Iron Age The despite the discovery, just
the smason (00} af an ironasorking smithy on the ste, dating back to the %th
century BCE

Az in other ancient kel stes, flint sickle blades mpidly and almost completely
diaappcam:c rom Beth Shemesh by the beginning of the subsequent ko 1 perod
(103 5th centures BCE). _Ef}'rc:-h:gi:aladmnfrf in early metalurgy, particularly
smelting, had Fnally made ion took cheap and available enough for wilespread
domestic wse, sealing flint's Bte {shadas of the ksar versus dot-matric PC printar
almest 1000 years kter’). This Lhﬂ 1ge ko coincides with broade r socal changes
at the site.

In the Irzn Ips-l-nr Beth Shemesh was a srall rural farming vilge. Iron & Beth
Shermash shows signs of a rapidly mxpanding urban }-UFLI&[UI and monurmental
architecture. Massee city walk and a krge undemground citern wee constructed,
with the expandng urban population perbaps d'_-.lu-:.dllrg the agraran prJdlmn
to cutside the ciy ..".-alll: These and other trends tand 1o -ug‘—ft atransticn 1o
Fresamhsl argan dJll'_-'I and adminetmton in the lmn lla pr_rﬂ_ consstent with
Biblical descriptions of Beth Shemesh during Solomon's mign (| Kings 4.5)
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