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Martin Buber:
A Centemperary

Perspective

Martin Buber was born i Vienna m [870. Afer
studying at the unnersites of Viernna, !.Epr.g, Zurch
and Barlin, he pined the Zonet mowement n | BYE
In 1901 he founded the juedecherVerkg which
publehed. m Gerrman, jewsh bools of hgh ierary
quality, AS the before, at age 26, he decovermd
Chassddsm, whose meligious phicsaphy and message
for rodemn society he probed in many subzaquert
publications. In 1923 he publshed ! and Thau | he
hlghl',' rfluental view of =lgion as a dimct. mutually
iz dakmue and relbtioaship with the Dame
Althouigh agreeing with Kantthat rman capnet
intellectually know ulimate  Buber hel that
rran can, nonetheless have ingfisl dimect contact
with a Divine antity which he can never know in
ft=al.

Finally forced out of Germany ht’th&. Mazk, Buber moved o Palesting i 1930, servng as & Professor of
Soxcial Phikzophy at the Hebrew Unseersity until his retrement in 1951 While there, he publshed twe books
on Bibhcal farth: fort Ho-Mevien (in Hebrew) and Moses. In 1961 be completed hi transton of the 2ibk.
started m | 925 with Franz Rosenzwetg, based on the principle that the Bible does not s=ek to be mad
but to be lssenad to.a s voice were being spoken today, He was abo a founder and the first President
of the brael Acadermy of Scences and Huranites (| 2680-62), betore he passing in 1965 He impact on bath
lewih and ranJewsh modem mrelgows phiksop by continues to command respect

The papers in ths stimulting volume, edited by Faul Mendes-Flohr, examine vanous aspacts of Buber’s
mubfacetad life and thought They were fist presentad at a conference. in Buber's remarg spamsared by
the brael Acade ry. Addmessing the gathering the hte Mathan Rossnstreich emphasized the unusially wide
spectrurm of Bubers interests and his prescient anteipaton of today’s mterd scipinary decourse Shimuel

serstadt, once Buber's doctoral stude nt depcted Buber, despite hs acaderni appositrment, s a basically
eoctra mural, postrede m intellectual with a decded ambralence towands the prma ling academic barners
and comentiors of hE tire.

Taking himon he own terrs, Karljohn lbvan, Dan Avnon and Michasl Fshbare examined Buber’s Bblical
schalarship and affirration of Divine immanence The bite Gilan Rose, howeverdecried Buber's mloous
anarchsm which she asserted prvanted he developing an adeguate account of the modern poftcal state,
Taking a middle ground, Remi Emg.m suggested that Buber meread or omitted several key texts, but that
he still offered rany samiral insights into the nature of migows fth.

Guy Stmourea asserted that Buber made 2 sgnificant contrbution 1o the scientific study of comparate
religezn, and that { enid Thou was basically an mtroduction to relpeas phenomenoksgy In response to Stroumesa’s
guestion of why, themfare, Buber's imgact on mligious schalarship per se was bmited, 8. ] Zwi Werblowsky
respanded that Buber was nevera historan of rahg:h:m athough he Memry output dealt hrgul:.l with gn’:at
refgiolE documents and spettual tmditiore. In he vew, Buber was not 2= interested in rgomus clssical
sthobrship as in the diect spiriua| encounter with realty that anrates Chassdemand ruch Bastem rellgl:m.

Cian Laor drawing an rch archial ratenak, ecourted the fate of Buber's monumental Corpus Hasidicurs,
a comprehensie collection of Chassdic tales written in colaboraten with 5 ¥ Agnan. The nearky completed
rranuscApt was burned i the 1924 fiee that gutted Agnan’s apartment in Bad Homburg {Eurrrnri]s and.
despite mpeated efiorts the projpct was never finghed. The detaik of their twodecade colkbomton, however,
help durrenate Buber's ap pmach to the stidy of mlgon

The korgawaited volume of paraptve arteles has ust been publshed by the kel Acadermy in collboraten
with Syracuse Uniersity Press.
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