PUBLICATIONS OF THE ISRAEL ACADEMY
OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

SECTION OF HUMANITIES

THE BOOK OF TESTIMONIES AND LEGAL DOCUMENTS
BY SE'ADYAH BEN JOSEPH GAON



THE BOOK OF TESTIMONIES
AND LEGAL DOCUMENTS
by

SE‘ADYAH BEN JOSEPH GAON

Edited and translated
by

MENAHEM BEN-SASSON AND ROBERT BRODY

VT Mg

o 2y TYINY IRV PRI PRTPRN
|$| 5 g ogloll Ll wdl G logllg asall

@%,,: ‘A\s@” THE ISRAEL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES
ENTIARSY



Second Printing 2025
Printed in Caspit Press, Ltd.

ISBN 978-965-208-233-6

©
The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 2021

Typesetting: Judith Sternberg
Printed in Israel at Caspit Press Ltd., Jerusalem



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword 7
Introduction
Transmission History 3
Structure of the Work 6
The Intention of the Work and Its Relationship to Sefer hahalakha 7
The Place of the Work in the Tradition of Legal Documents and
Their Formulae 10
Document Formularies in Islamic Legal Literature 29
The Language of the Legal Documents 33
Use of Classical Rabbinic Sources in the Work 39
The Manuscripts 42
The Edition 49

The Book of Testimonies and Legal Documents
Preface 56
Chapter One: The witness’s self-cognizance, whether or not he
may testify 64
Chapter Two: The witness’s cognizance of the person about whom
he is testifying 72
Chapter Three: The witness’s knowledge of the details of the testimony 78

Chapter Four: The witness’s knowledge of the nature of the testimony 84

Chapter Five: Requirements regarding the time of the testimony 88
Chapter Six: Requirements regarding the venue of the testimony 94
Chapter Seven: General requirements for all legal documents 96

Chapter Eight: Specific requirements for each type of legal document 110

Legal Documents 1-54 114
Appendix: Administrative Documents 260
A List of the Documents Included in the Work 262

Bibliographical Abbreviations - Indices
List of Bibliographical Abbreviations 269
Index of Manuscripts 285



Index of Sources
Index of Legal Documents

Index of Subjects and Names

English Foreword

287
291
295

vii



FOREWORD

The Book of Testimonies and Legal Documents is one of a number of
pioneering monographs on legal topics written in Judeo-Arabic by
Se‘adyah ben Joseph. The most elaborate and likely the last of these
monographs, it was composed in Baghdad in 926, two years before the
author was appointed Gaon (head of the academy) of Sura. Like most of the
monographs composed by Se‘adyah and several later Geonim, this work
was virtually lost when the intellectual center of the Jewish world shifted
to the European lands, in which knowledge of Arabic was very rare. For a
millennium it was known only from occasional mentions or citations, or
paraphrases in later rabbinic literature. Since the discovery of the Cairo
Genizah at the end of the nineteenth century, a number of scholars have
published fragments of the work. The current edition supersedes all of
these publications and includes many previously unpublished fragments.
We estimate that we have succeeded in reconstructing eighty-five to ninety
percent of the entire work. Our edition includes an introduction, a critical
apparatus and an annotated Hebrew translation.

The work itself comprises a preface, eight chapters and a brief appendix.
The first four chapters concern the laws regulating testimony in general,
while the last four deal with the writing of legal documents, which may
be considered a form of written testimony. The final chapter is subdivided
into fifty-four sections, each devoted to the text of a particular type of
legal document and the rules associated with it. The appendix lists the
names and purposes of ten types of documents that the author chose not
to include in his work, because their use was restricted to high officials
in their administration of public affairs. In keeping with ancient tradition,
the texts of the documents are in Aramaic, although the author assumes
that the spoken language of those who write them is Arabic. As is usual
in works of this sort, biblical and rabbinic sources in the original Hebrew
or Aramaic are embedded within Se‘adyah’s Judeo-Arabic composition.

We hope this edition will help restore Se‘adyah’s groundbreaking work
to its rightful place in the study of rabbinic literature.

Menahem Ben-Sasson and Robert Brody
July 2020
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