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Asher Ragen, Ph.D. | Programme Director, Academic Excellence

Yad Hanadiv (the Rothschild Foundation):

"At the July 2015 Trustee Meeting we suggested exploring the role Yad Hanadiv could play in
promoting the computational and administrative infrastructure to link electronic medical records
and clinical samples, including genomic data. Such an infrastructure promises to generate
considerable benefits for Israeli researchers and for the healthcare system. By some estimates
Israel is home to two of the three largest sets of comprehensive electronic medical records in the
world: over six million patients, with more than a decade of data relating to doctor and hospital
visits, diagnoses, medication and clinical tests. Israel is also home to multiple homogenous
populations (e.g. Bedouins, Ashkenazi Jews) which provide a good basis for genetic studies.

Adding genetic sequencing of various populations to the data held in electronic medical records
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would create a unique resource both for basic research and for investigations with direct clinical

applications".
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